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TO THE 


Right Honourable 


EDVVARD 


Earl of «£M anchefter Vifcount 
_«Mandevile, Baron of 
Kimbolton. 


. Right Honourable, 


mtm Sermon was Preached, 
and is now Printed upon 
ey CAR your. Lordfhips Defires y . 
Eg which my great Refpedis to 
your Honour, do interpret 
Jen to be commands, I pro- 
QU fefe, that I did not judge 
b it worthy publick. views 
` - and sherefore I laid my 
Notes afi de, til. b the Reiteration. of your Re- 
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quef, I was necefitated to ve-affume them, which 
hah occafioned the enlarging of my Meditati- 
ens. My Lord, fince I promifed to make this 
Sermon publick, your Expectations have been lon 
Fuftrated, by reafen of my many bodily diffem- 
pers; accompanied with other unlooked for diverfi- 
ons, Now hoping that your Lordlbip , will accept 
this my Apologie, for my Delayes , I doe humbly 
prefent , that Sermonzin. Print , which yeu haves 
often called for. My Lord, The Almighty hath 
feen caufe to exercife yon, with mixtures of Pro- 
vidences. As he hath fer you high in the eftima: 
tions of many , who have experienced your worth, 
and your confcientious fleadinef[e, in Covenant- 
keeping with God and man (notwithflanding thes 
mänifold temptations, whereby you have beenes 
follicited to change your courfe:-) So bis Maj eftie 
hath been pleafed , to give you a great [Dare in the 
difcomforts of thefe  troublefome times. Your 
Name hath been blasted, as a man unfaithful 
to your-Truft , when the Parliament had made yeu 
Major-General of the Eafterne “Afociation 5. And 
you have been a great Sufferer in your outward 
Estate , having been cut fhort of fundry thonfand 
pounds: due Debt , becau[e you would not (for in . 
Confcience you could not) engage with fome men, 
in their Principles “and Praéfices : But as your 
Integrity cleared your ` Lordfhip > in the Con[cien- 
ces of your Accufers S^ So your inward peace doth’ 
more than counterwail‘ your outward loffes. And. 
now (my Lord) zt cannot but paine your heart, 
(as it doth many thonfands ‚befides.) to fee Reli-- 
Sion it felf wounded through the- fides of your [elf 
0 a ana. 
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‚and others, who appeared for the Parliament in 
the Warre betwixt the late King and it, becanfe 
fuch who feemed zealous in the [ame canfe, have 
not only diferted, but have made, and fiill doe 
make oppofition againft the Effentials thereof. But 
(my Lord) the naked Narrative of that firf un- 
dertaking, compared with your fubfequent and pre- 
fent practice , may vindicate your Lordlhip, 
(with all others who continue firme to their pri- 
mary principles) from the Afperfions of diftemper- 
ed Spirits. When the late King forfook his Par- 
liament , being milguided by evil Councellours; 
the raifine of an Army, was judged necellary to 
reflore Peace, preferve Religion, eftabhfh Funda- 
mental Lawes, and fecure the ancient Priviledg- 
es of Parliament, This was the Good Old Cade 
held forth by the Solemne League and Covesant, 
in the Defence whereof , [o much Trea[ure and Bloud 
was exhaufted. And this, this only was in the hearts 
of your Lord/hip and multitudes more, whofe fin- 
cerity (expreffed by their practices) - doth now yeeld 
refrelhing, when others crying up the Good Old 
Caufe, doe pollute Religion, violate Lawes , tear 
Parliaments into peeces, and governe according 
to their own pleafure, which is matter of much 
lamentation, and fhal be for a lamentation unto 
Pofterity, 

And now (my good Lord) God hath by a 
firoak (breaking your Conjugal Relation ) removed 
"an Helptr, whereby your heart was wont tobe fupport- 
ed in the times of your beavine(fe ; but yet, you 
may, and doe encourage your felf in the Lord TSA 
1 ۳ - Goa: 
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God: For, as you hope, that her Ladifhips Death 
is her gains [o your care to advance Godlineffe in 
yonr felf, and your Relations, will undoubtedly gam 
the fanctification of your afflictions , with ground 
of rejoycing te the dayes of Eternity, through Chrift, 
My Lord, tbefubject matter of this Sermon, viz. 
(Gain by Death) was feafonable at a Funezal;bath for 
the comfort of real mourners,and to move the Auditors 
to lay in fuch provifion for their later end, that ther 
thought thereof might rather be joyous than grievous to 
their Pirits: Hom cheating are expectations of a good 
fhelter unto Travellers in flormy weather 2: At this 
time(notwithftanding our prefent peace)black clouds (as 
many fear) are gathering which threaten us with a fharp 
tempeft,and therefore this di[cour[e may, upon that ac- 
count, be judged the more ferviceable unto your Lord- 
[hip and others, which that it may be, ts the Prayer of 


My Lord, 
May 24. 


1659. 
Tour Honours humblz and 


faithfull Servant: 


Simeon Athe. . 
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tion of hisfaith. 

Firft, S Pauls love to Jefus Chrift, was fo ftrong 
and operative, that, ashemadehis glory, the end 
of his life, [To me to live is (brit ] So he would ac- 
count it a great gain unto himfelf , if by dying asa 
Martyr for him, he might be to the honour of his 


Name. And doubtleís this is the ingenuity of Go- 
D fpel-love 


~ 


fa 22.12. 
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fpel-love unto the Lord Jefus , in the heart, which 

knoweth his worth, and its perfonal propriery in 

him. This our Apoftle was ready, not ozely to be 

Ad2024& bound, but alfo to die for Chrit. Yea he himfelt, with 
^" others, being cruelly-dealt with by perfecutours, 


rejoyced , ibat they were indeed worthy to fuffer for bis 
ف بيك‎ re For as they fee caufe to de Cu E re- 
gard of his perfonal worth infinitely above them- 
felves: Sothey for the prefent poffefs in him, and for 
the future look for much more from him, than rheir 
lives, their All, which they have tolofe, can pofli- 
bly countervail. They know, That it i given (asa 
pum priviledge of grace) to fuffer for Chri. ‘And there- 
ina. fore S: Paul mentioneth this, asa matter of glory- 
ing, that for Chrift, he had fatained tbe lofe of all 
Phil.3. things. His reputation in the world, and hopes of 


preferment from the great oncs of thetimes, together 
with his perfonal liberty (for now he was a prifoner 
in bonds) were loft already, and life icfelf, now lay 
at (take. ! 
Whereas vain-glorious fpirits amongft the children 
of men, arelavifh of their own limbs and lives, for 
Eru nerat mj- the honour of fuch, who have advanced them into 
les vulnera. - high-places of favour and honour; yea they do boaft - 
of the hazardsrunne, and the hardfhips endured upa 
on that account, This our blefled Apoftle doth upon - 
farre better ground:,in a way of holy triumph,reckon 
up thefeveral troublefome exerciles, which he had 
experienced in a Chriftian courfe for Chrift: thus he 
boafteth with confidence, I have been in firipes above 
2 Cot. 11.16, meafure,in prifons more frequent, im deaths often, &cc. 
37,23. t028 And now, expecting to be made a Sacrifice > 
for the Lord Jefus و‎ this was his chief delign; 
defire and excectauon, that Chrift fhould be magnifi- 
ed by him. whether by life or Ly death. This high ' 
Phii.20. Pitch of Jove, which St Paul had attained towards 
| Jefus Chrift, might be propounded. (by way of im- 
> we proves - 
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AAA 
provement) as a patern for Chriftian imitation. 
Gods Worthies ofold, Chriftian Martyrs in all ages 
of the Church, have fo burned in love towards the 
Lord their Saviour, that they have been fearlefs of 
death ; yea they have been forward to exvofe them- 
felves unto the flames, and other killing torments, for 
his caufe and praife. How great a difhonout therefore 
is it unto Chriftians in thefe dayes, to fhrink through 
cowardly fears, of fufferinz any thing for the Lord Je- 
fus?Is Chrift worfe in himfelf, or lefs worthy to be fuf- 
fered for now, than heretofore? Dozh not Chrift de- 
ferve as wellatour hands, and are not his Truths,his 
Ordinances, equally precious,as in former times? And 
hath not the Lord obliged himfelf by promifes ( both 
as many, andas great) to Chriftians inthis age, as 
in former generations ? This is Chrifts promife, 
back'd withan Affeveration, Every one that bath for- 
Jaken baufes, or brethren, or fiftersy or father, or mother, 
or wife, or children, or lands, for my Names fake, [hall 
receive an bundred-fold, and (hall inherit life everlafting « 
Therefore this was not the language of blind love, 
when St Paul faid, To me to die is gain. p 

Buc I will nocinfift upon this Point : -I fhall rather 
pitch upon that truth, which the Text holdeth forth, 
Ípeakingthe expectation of the Apoftles faith : S- Paul 
was confident that bis death weuld be bis gain. 

This Propofition isto be explained, that it may be 
the better improved: wherein enquiry muft be made, 
1. What isfignified by Death. 2. In what fenfe the 
Apoftle was perfwaded, that Death would be his gain, 

Firft, By Death weare not to underftand the death 
of the foul, which is called the fecond desth. For in | 
thatfenfe, to die isthe greateftlofs, notto be made 8٦٦.۶۰ 
up, by thevafteft advantage in the world; becaufe 
this death confiftech in aneverlafting feparation from 
the prefence of God in glory, andin the enduring of 
extream, unquenchable n: ny Andinthis fenfe 

2 our 


Mat.19,29. 
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Joh.8.50. & our Saviour givethaflurance, That be who keepech his 
11.26. farings (ball never fee death s andthat, Whofoever belie- 
verb in kim, Jball never die, But that death which our 

Apoltle intendeth, is Natures diflolution, which is 

in his own language fetin oppofition unto the foul its 

, avoce in the flefh ; IfI abide in the flefb. To abide in ths 
2ل‎ 2224 Bo is more need ful for you. Theriore this is the meaning 
of S: Paal, that the departure of his foul out of his 
body, would tend to his advantage. 

. Secondly, If it bedemanded, upon what account, 
and under what notions the Apof!l: beiicved, that his 
natural death , woud be his gain? I anfwer, both 
1., Negatively.. And, 2. Affirmatively.. 

Firft, Negatively. His perfwafion of gain to be 
received by his death, did not iflue from mmiftake of 
his future condition, hoping for better, than he had 
caufe to expect, Our Savicur indeed fpeakech. of 
lome, pleading with hopes of Heaven, when their 
fouls have left their bodies, whoare beaten off with 
difappointments و‎ Mazy fhail fay to me, Lord, Lord, 
,عن‎ And then, I mil prefeffe untothem, 1 never knew 
Von = Depart from me, ye that werk, iniquity. . But 

S Paul knew afluredly , by divine Revelation, that 
he was eleéted unto lite. And upon the ferious review 
aTim4, . Of his holy converfätion, he concluded , That there 
mas laid up for bim acrownof rishteonfnsfß, which God 
would give bim infallibly.. | . 

2, Nordid he through wearinefs, and delpondency 
under his prefent preflures , and his imprifonment, - 
thus exprefs himfelf, To die à gain. As holy Job, 
when engulphed into difcomforts , defired to die up- 
on this account, and to be carried unto the duft, There 

Job 3.17,18. the wicked ceafe from troubling, and there the wearie 
١ are at rof, There the prifoners reft together, they hear 
not the voice of the oppreffonr. For che Apoftle, his bo- 
fome was fo brim-full of love to Chrift, and real 
Chriltians, that he did rather rejoyce, than اہ‎ 

: under -- 


Mat..7.2 2,23. 
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under hisperlecutions (as wasformerly hinted ) be- 
caufe.he apprehended that Chrilt would be magnifi- 
ed, and his Church benefited thereby, - Somepreach; 
fuppifing to adde afliGicn unto my bonds. Notwitk- Phil. v. 16,18. 
ftanding Chrift is preached, and I do there nrejaycry yea Pill.2.17. | 
and will rejoyce. Yea, and-if Ibe offered upon the Sacri- 
fce and fervice of your faith, I joy and rejoyce with 
you alle ET T f ۱ T 

3. Much lefs did thefe words, To die à gain, dil- ` 
cover difcontentednefs with his fuffering condition. 
It is true, thatfomeof Gods Worthies have in this 
regard defired to die. As Elijah, -whofpakethus to 1 King 19.4. °° 
God, It-is enough now, O-Lord, take away my, life. 
And Jonah , -who fainting under the {corching Sunne, oer 
wifhedin himfelf 10 die, andfaid, Zt ¿ better for me 27 
to die, than to live, - But this our Apoftle had learn- -~ 
ed, In every eflate to be Content, > And doubtlefs that یلا‎ _ 
inward peace of comfcıence, which paff:ch all undertand- Phil.4.7. & 
izg; and thole joyesin Chrift , with which hisfpirit 33. 
was tefrcfhed , did raife his heart above fuch difcon- 
سید‎ as might draw forth pafhionate defires to 

le, - ; 

Secondly, Affirmatively. He therefore without * 
the leaft doubcaftizmeth,. That to die would be bis gain, ^ 
becaufe he knew, that upon his departure by death, eu 
hefhouldbe with Chrift, which is farre better. Thele Phil.1.23. > 
words farre better, are not to be reftrictively refer- 
ted unto his many and great{ufferings ; but are to be 
‘extended unto all that outward refpet which he had _ 
amongft Gods people; yea, and untoall that inward | 
comfort, which he enj yed in his prefent faichfulnefs, 
and his future hopes. To be with Chrift is farre bet- 
ter than all. ۱ ' 

Thefe things being premifed, the Doftrine, 
which I fhall undertake from the Text, is this, 

. That natural death will bea gain unto fincere Chri- 


fliause = 
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If ic fhould beenquired, With what warrant I do 
make an univerfal inference, from a particular, @ per- 
fonal inftance ? : 


* 


I anfwer,- Becaufe the comforts of grace, and the 
crownof glory, do equally belong unto all believers, 
asto any one who believeth. For, 


rCorro3. | I. Chrift in all ages isthe fzme unto all who do en- 

Heb.13.8. — Joy him; Jefu, yefterday و‎ and to day, is the fame for 
ever. 

There is butore faith. Allbelievers have recei-‏ ,2 ہپ 

ved like precious faith.‏ یج 

AG.15.9. 3. And Chrift isthe hope of glory, unto all who re- 


ceive bim into their hearts, whether -Jews or Gentiles, 

without any difference at all. This our Apoftle ha. 

vingluggelted the fruit of Davids faith, doth apply it 

unto himfelf, and to all the-Saints in the Church of 

2Cor443. Corinth having the fame fpirit of faith according as it is 

written , I believed, therefore have I Spoken,we alfa believe, 

"and therefore Speak. >=" "4 

~The confirmation of thistruth followeth , both in 

the l4 and the 2-51... Herein Hhall difcover; 1. That 

. death is gain unto the godly. 2. And whence it is, 
-thartheir death is gainfull, í Pi Ty 

As forthe former, It is confiderable ; that the A- 

i Cor3.21. -poftle inftanceth in death, amongítallother things, 

-which are for the advantage of Chriftians: And the 

proof thereof is more full and pregnant, Revel. 14,17, 

4 beard a voice from Heaven, faying unto me, Write, 

Reveli4.13. 'Bleffed are the-dead, which die in the Lord, from 

henceforth : yea; faith the Spirit, that they may ref 

from their labours, and their workes doe follow them. 

“From this Quotation two things are confiderable ; 

1. Theaptnefs and opennefs of theteftimony, Bleffed 

are the dead who die in the Lord. Jf ‘their death be 

blisfull, then gainfull. Now this 15 not only teftifi- 

ed, but the reafon thereof isrendred (viz.) They reft 

from their labours , and their works do follow them. 


Hence- 
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‘Henceforth (nor to touch upon other fenfes) even 

from the time of Natures diflolution, all their trou- , i 
bles hall be ended, and all their acts of obedience fhall, 
be recompenced. . fun d ۱ 

2. How many wayes this teftimony is made the 
more credible?- 1. It is given in from Heaven. 
2.- The Authour thereof isthe Spirit. 3. It is deli- 
vered by audible voice. 4. It is doubled with an 
Aflevsration from the Holy Ghoft, res, faith the 
Spirit. 5. And there is anexprefs charge, that thele- 
things fhould be kept. on Record for future ages, Z 
: heard a voice from Heaven, faying , Write, Now be- 
caufe this Scripture is thus pertinent and convincing; 
to ratifie the Doctrine, Lwill enlarge this proof under 
thetwo heads here hinted, whence the gain of death 
unto the godly is concluded, 

c Firft, By death they are fet free from all things, 
which might make their condition grievous. God 
{ball wipe away. all tears from their eyes, ind tberefball 
be no more death, neither forraw , mor ہوبر رر‎ neither pall - 
i bere be any more pain, - | 

In the amplifying of this head, I will briefly in 
fome: particulars--compare their condition before 
death, and after death. 

Firft, By means of death, the fouls of believers 
are fet at liberty from that reftraint, which they are 
kept under, during their abode in their bodies, -This 
Simeon {uggefteth in his Swan-like Song before his 1 
۱ death, Iw lette(t thou tby fervant depart in peace. Luk.2.29: 
"The prifoner would account it a gain to be fet atli- dee me - 
berty, Bring my fomi out of prifon ( faith David ) that I dimittes. 
may praife thy Name. Tbe Bird ina cage, defiretlito ۰ 
be Jet-out, that it may take wing. and flee abroad. 

This fpeech 1 ojten heard'from Reverend Mt Fer. hi- 
taker inthe time of his laft fickneffe, Ob that the Lord 
spould open the prifen door, that wy fou! may departi How 
are our Ípiriteswhile in our bodies (as it were) ances 
fhakles > 


0 1.5. 


=... 


Revel.1 4.13. 
KO TU. 
I Dim.4.I oc. 


Heb.4.5. 
(2.57.2. 


Heb. 11.13. 
2 Cor. 5.6. 


2 0٥١4۰ 

Heb.17.92* 
verf. 15. 
verf. 10. 


2 Cor.5.8. 
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fhakies, which hold them down, that they cannot 
expatiate, and foar aloft in the contemplation and- 
improvement of che things above: but by death God 
graateth a gainfull releafe and enlargement. : 

Secondly, Thofewho dieinthe Lord, do ref from 
their labours, °] grant that there is work in Heaven for 
tue believing fouls, which by death are tranflated 
thither : but itis not cutting, grievous (asthe word 


527020 
fignifies) itis joyousrather, Here thote, who trut 
in the Lord, 4o labour „in reference to manifold fervi- 
ces and fufferings, ١ tozether-with variety of exercifes, 
inregard of their perfons and relations. They do ex- 
perience theconfequence of mans firft Apoftatie from 
God, Js the fweat of thy -face و‎ «thou {halt eat bread, 
till thou returne to the ground, "Bst there remaizeth a 
ret for the people of God; and upon Natures diffoluti- 
on, they fhall retin rbeir beds. Andasreft is (weet to 
the labouring man,fo will death be-untothe laborious 
Chriftian. 
_ Thirdly, Whereas here on earth they profefs them- 
{elves to be pilgrims and firangers: And while their 
fouls dwell in their bodies, -They are abfent from the 
Lard, Anwhichregard, like Travellers in a ftrange 
Countrey, how well {oever accommodated with ne- 
cellaries, dolongforhome. Home is hom. Sodo the 
godly groin, being burthenzd, while in the Tabernacle 
of the body. Here they ہد‎ as in 4 range Countrey, 
do [eek a better Couatrey ; which is beavenly $ yea look, 
for a City, whofe builder and maker ic God. And be- 
caufe by death, they fhall be brought home to their 
heavenly countrey, their City , where their neareft 
relations are’, therefore their death will be their 
‘gain, Upon this confidence they are rather wil- 
ling to be abfent from the body, and to be prefent with 
the Lord. i 
Fourthly, During life, Chriftians are likethem 
who rumearace.. Thisisintimated by fundry Scri- 
pture 
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pture-exhortations و‎ Let ue runne with patience, the Heb.12 2. 
race which ss fet before us: So runne, that ye may ob- 1 ان٥۴‎ 9:24 
tain. And though ınotherracesrunne, there is one 
only of therunners which getteth the prize: Yet in 
the Chriftian race , all who hold on fhall certainly 
receive it. St Paulaflured bimfelfotthe Crown و‎ upon z Tim.a. 
the finilhirg of bis courfe. In running the body isti- 
red, and the natural fpiritsarefpent, by fweating and 
by ftraining with the ugmoft of endeavours, to make 
{peed unto the Goal: but the gain cometh in, by win- 
ning the prize, Thus at the end of our dayes on 
earth, we receive the fruit of our long continued, 
vigorous motions for Heaven; and therefore death 
will be gain. 

Fithly, Here, uponearth, we are like men upon 
atroublefome Sea, but by death we come unto fhore. 
The condition of the Difciples, in that cafe doth re- 
prefent ours, when the Ship, wherein they were, De- بطع كج‎ 
ing in the midft of the Sea, was toffed with waves, by Mark 6.48. 
contrary winds, and they toyled and rowed, to get 
unto Land. The Pfz/mit doth very elegantly de- 
Ícribe the eftate of them, who fail upon a tempeftu- 
ous Sea, both while they [tay there, and when they 
cometo fhore, They mount up to the Heaven, they go 1 fal. 107.25 

: . AA $ : 107.25, 
down again to the depths, their foul is melted, becanfe 53-48 
of trouble. They reel to and fro, and flagger lie a | ` 
drunken man, and are at their wits end, Thea they ery 
unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivereth tbem 
out of their dilireffzr, He maketh a form, a calm; fo 
that the waves thereof are (till, Then are they glad, 
because they be quiet, fo be bringeth them unto their 
defired Haven. Ob how welcome isthe change unto 
{cafaring men, when having been enzulphed into 
many dangers, and perplexed with fundry uncertain- 
ties, they are brought unto fetledne(s.! Now after Rev.21,1. . 
death, there will be 45 more Ses unto the Saints; and 
therefore to die will be gain, 


I Cor.9.24,25 


Sixthlv, 


Rev.14.130 
۸14۰ 


Hof. 10. I2. 


108.۰ 
2 Tim. 2.3. 


Rom.8. 
Revel.3. 
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py. He tha geetb forth and weepetb و‎ bearing preci- 
ons feed, (Mall dsmbtleff come again rejoycing , bringing 
his [beaves with him, Aker many weary dayes palt 
inthe piuching Winter and feorching Summer, the 
1760518 of the crop, isthe Husband-mans gain. More 
certainly hall all true believers be advantaged, when 
cut down by death ,.themfelves with all their good 
works following them, fhall be inned in the place of 
bieflednefs, Although nothing is merited, yet God 
recompencethin mercy,- Pfal. 62.12. They who fow 
in righteoufiel[e و‎ (hall reap in mercy: And thole who 
fow liberally , [hall reap liberally. 1 
Sevénthly, Here upon earth, Chriftians are in a 
condition of warfare, and they muft endure hard{hip, 
as good fouldierr , whoare neceflitated to take up with 
hard lodging, courfe fare; whoare toyled with te- 
dious marchefs, and tormented with dangerous 
wounds: But at death they fhallbe more than conque- 
rours through (brit ; And having fought the good 


2 Tim..4.7,8. fight, they (hall receive the crown of life, as this our 


Pfal.ı20.$. 


Píli191582 Z fam the tranfgrefours, ard was grieved, becaufe 


A poftle with confidence did expect. Therefore, as 
the time of conqueft, isa time of gainto the fouldier, 
when he is enriched with the {poils, and cometh out 
of the field with honour ; fois the day of death gain- 
fullto the true believer. 

Eishthly, ln this life, the godly are molefted with 
badcompany. David thusbemoaneth himfelf, up- 
on this account, Woe is me, that U fijourn in Mefhech, 
and that I dwell in the Tents of Kedar, And again, 


they 


mesi 
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they kept not thy Word. A good man canfcarcely look 
abroad amongft the children of men, but he fhall 
both fee and hear matter of forrow, while heabideth 
inthe Land of the living ; for till be ممع‎ ont of the 1 Cor 5.10. 
world, he fhall be neceffitated, toconverfe with wic- 
ked ones. But by death, the foul istranflated to the 
fellowjhip of foals made perfet 5 into which focicty, Heb.12.23. 


no propbane perfon can 20111017 be admitted, How Revel.21.27. 


fweet is that change accounted, when we remove 
from رب‎ fogs, ugly fights, harfh founds, and un- 
favoury {mels, intotheopen healthfull air, to curi- 
ous Profpeéts, delightfull Mufick, and {weet Gar- 
dens? No lefscomfortable, is the tranflation of a 
real Chriftian, from the company of wicked ones (rho 
are filthy and fink ing) into communion with glorified Plal.r4- 
Saints in Heaven. 
Ninthly, While the foul abideth in the body, it 

is often fhaken by the aflaults of Satan, He goeth i eS: 
about like a roaring Lion, feeking whom he may de- سے‎ 
vour. And though their foul-fafety be fecured by 
Chrift, yerhewillmoleftthem, as he did Peter, de- 
firing to winnow him like wheat. He will bruife the 
heel, though he cannot break the bead; and a bruile 
in the heel, may reach the heart with pain. As 
St Pauls buffetings by a Meffenger of Satan, were like 2 Cor.12. 
a thorn in the flek. Yea, the Devil doth not only 
affright the faithfull, but doth often toyl them, as 1s 
manifeftby the example of David, who was by him 


Gen.3. 


ı Chron. 21. 


moved through pride and carnal confidence, to aum- with; Sam.24 


ber tbe pesple 5 whereby much anguifh was wrought 
inhis heart, and great judgement brought upon his 
Kingdom: But death doth remove them from the 


reach of the Devils Gun-fhot: For then be £z trod Rom.16.20. 


under their feet, Thefearswith which Satan filleth neb.2.15. 
their minds, laft no longer than this life. And nei- Luk 15.29. 
ther Devils, nor damned fpirits can poffibly ap- 

proach Heaven, whither the fouls of Saints, are 

— C 2 tran- 
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tranflated, upon Natures diflolution. In this re- 
{pect therefore,. the death of believers becomes their 
ain. 
: Tenthly, During the time of thefoul its abode in 
the body, there 15 a body of death dwelling in the foul, 
which doth alwayes difpofe the foul unto finne, and 
indifpofeth it unto good. Oh how: grievoufly did 
Rom. tais our Apoftle cry cut of the body of this death! Oh 
wretched man that I am, when I wonld do good, evil 
is prefent with me! It worketh in me all manner of concupi- 
Jcence, and it carrieth me captive. And thus it is with 
Gal.s.17. للہ‎ regenerate Chriftians The fieh lufteth 2g ainft the 
Spirit, and thefe are contrary tbe one to the other, {o that 
they cannot do the things that they would. And 
many wofullfruits, break forth from hence in their 
lives, as the Apoftlefuggefteth, and experience too: 
often proveth, in the hearts and lives of believers. 
But death ( which is the laf enemy which [ball be de- 
3 Cor.15.25. firoyed) bringeth a total conquet of all corruptions 
whatfoever. Nothing within, or without, fhall be 
Judg. 16.30. left, asan@dverfary to a believer after death. How 
many thoufands of enemies did Samfor kill at his 
Exod.14.13. death ? Andas Mofes faid tothe Ifraelites, The £- 
gyptians, whom ye have feen to day, Je [hall fee them 
again no more for ever: So I may confidently affirm, 
to the comfort of all believing Chriftians. Your lufts - 
which warreagainft your fouls, and carry you ca- 
piives, fhall after death moleft you no more; You - 
fhall never any more, be kept off from Chrift, by 
unbelief, never fwelled by pride, difguifed by dif- 
content, vexed with envy, ftained with hypocrifie, | 
or prejudiced by ` diftruftfull- difpondency, any 
more. And doustlefs upon all thefe confiderati- 
d om, the people of God will joyfully fay, To die is 
ala - 
Secondly, Their death is gainfull, not only in re- 
{pe& of the grievances from which it freeth ion: 
ut. 


- 
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but alfo in regard of the advantages into which it 
eftateth them, both in reference unto their bodies and 
their fouls. 

1. Their bodies fall afleep, and upon the fouls de- A&.7.60. 

pirture, they ref im their graves, as in their bear, lía.57.2. 
where they fhall continúe, without any painfull di- , | 
fturbance, till the day of the general Re[urretiion. p Their 
remember, that when Chrift had fuggefted the death 
of Lazarus under this notion, that he was fallen ajleeg, Johana. 
the Difeisles anfwered, Zf be fleeps he (ball do well, 
Now the fieepöf Saints, who die in the Lord, is much 
better, both for quality and continuance, for they 
fhall reft, and-not be awakened, till the end of 
the world; and thereforé to die will be their 
gain, E 
2. Their poftive gain by dearb, will efoccially 
appear, if we confider the condition of their fouls, 
upon Natures diflolution, in the particulars follow- 
ing: 
A Now the [cul dwelleth in the body,as ina Tent, _ 
or (asthe Prophet Daniel ex refleth It) like a Sword Dan.7.18. 
in its fheatb; but when this earthly Tabernacle e ta- 
ken down, the foul fhall have an honfe not made with 2 سوہ‎ : . 
hands, but eternal in the Heavens, And great .s the 
difference, both in ftatelinefs and durablenef;, bc- 
twixt our bodies of clay, and tbe higheft Heavens, 
The Apoftle calleth them, Bodies of vilenes , (and Phil.z.26.° "^ 
in how many regards, foto be accounted, it is worth 
our confideration ) whereas Heaven is the bigh and 
holy place, the Palace for Godsfoccial refidence. And 
therefore the tranflation of the foul by death, willbe 
gainfull, 

a. Here Saints are vilified, {corned and reproach- 
ed, bucthere advanced and crowned, This Apoftle | 
having f;oken of his death, whereby he was offered — 
as a facrifice, he addeth , Henceforth there is laid up „Tim 4E 
fir me, a Crowne of rigbteoufueffe و‎ which the Lerd, 

es the c 


1fa.57.13. ^, 
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tbe righteous fudge fhall give me. The righteoufnefs 
here mentioned, whencethey are faid to receive this 
crown, doth not intimate any merit. ( as the Papifts 
Imagine ) but doth rather exorefs Gods truth aad fi~ 
delity, For ashere it’s aflerced,that this crown is Gods 
gift ; fo this ispromifed to. the Church of Smyrna; 
Be thou faitbfull unto death., and 1 will give thee a 
crown of life. Asit was much Wu اسم سو‎ his ad- 
vantage, when taken from the.Court-gate., in his 
mourning garment, The Royal apparel was pat upon 
him, and the crown Royal fet upon biz bead. Thus 
fhail it be with all the godly, who during their abode 
upon earth, are accounted , asthe off-(couringof all 
things, fhall upon Natures diffolution, receive the 


.crownof glory. 


3. And (thatthey may be judged meet for this 
slorious advancement ) theirfouls fhall be compleat- 
ly furnifhed, with all rich, gracious, beautifying 
qualifications, For there the Spirits of all jut ones, 
(hall be made perfe. As their fouls fhall beraifed in 
their feveral faculties, unto the utmoft, to which 
theit capacities can beextended: fo they fhall be fil- 
led hrim-full with allgraces , whereof they be capa- 
ble. when that which is perfel is come, then that 
which is in part و‎ [hall be done away. Whereas the 
foul dwelling in thebody , is not perfe& (as our A- 
poftle confefleth ) and much flefh continueth, wa- 
ging warre againft che fpirit: When it is admitted 
into Heaven, it fhall be full of light, without any 
darknels, full of re&itude, without any exorbitancy, 
full of humility, without the leaft pride, of fince- 
rity, without the leaft hypocrifie at all: And the 
like I might {peak in regard of all the other gra- 
ces of the Holy Ghoft. I appeal therefore unto all 
gracious hearts,whether in this regard their death will 
not be their gain. : 


4. Their fouls being thus compleated in refpe& 
0 
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-of all gracious habits, fhallbealwayes in the unwea- 
ried exercifethercof, tothe honour of tbe Almighty. 
As the four Bests, fo the four and twenty Elders و‎ 
ceafe not day ,-and night in firging Halleluzals 117220 Rev.4.8,10, > 
tbe moft High. Thistuguefteth che conftant practice,  - 

both of the glerieus Angels, and glorified Saints, in 
honouring God in Heaven. The graces of Gods Spi- 

rit in the bofoms of his people on earth, are frequent- 

ly fufpended in their exercife و‎ their motions are in- 
terrupted, The time was, when it was thus with 

Chrifts Difciples, in refpcét of their faith. Hence it 

was, that he {pake thus chidingly unto them, Where puto as, 
a your faith? How is it, ibat you have mo faith? Mark 4. 40. . 
Where was the patience of» Jonah , whenhe told the , 

Lord to his face, Z doe well to be angry, even unto fuss. 
death. And alas, alas, which of Gods Worthics, 

do not know this: frequently by fad experience د‎ 

Oh, what a gain will they efteem it, when the 

{oul compleatly furnifhed with all faving graces, -fhall 

be evermoreon the wing, with holy enlargements, in 

the exercife thereof in Heaven. 

5: In this vigorous exercife of all graces in their 

perfection, the foul thall enjoy the fociety of fpotlefs 

Saints in glory, withthe fweeteft complacency. Jes | 
true,that the faithfull people of God, have fellom(hip one 1 Joh.1.7. | 
with another n this world ; and this is marvellous de- 

lightfull. Barnabas being a good man, coming to AR. 11.22.23, 
Antioch ,- and feeing the grace of Cod which appeared, — 24, 
be was glad.. Buttheir communion in Heaven, is s سے‎ 
more immediate and full, their graces fhall be more 

fhining, and their fociety fhall never be interrupted. 

Here our joy inthe company of the beit Chriftians, is 

checked both by their weaknefles and fome mifcar- 

riages, together withourown inability to improve 
them : But then being come into the fellowfhip of tbe Heb.12.23,. 
Spirits of jaft men made perfe , with perfonal perfe- 

&ion, our gain will be very great, how ni 
1 0۲:۰ 
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Fhil.1.23. 


Matth. 17.2,4. 


Píal. 16.11. 


- 


To die t gain. 


foever our fociety was, with the beft people living up- 
on earth. | 

6. And they fhall be admitted into the beatifical 
prefenceof God, and Jefus Chrift hisSonne, in tran- 
fcendent glory. This Apoftle telleth us, (as a Rea- 
fon of our DoGrine ) That t» be with Jefes Chrit in 
Heaven, is farre better, than any cltate upon earth. 
When Peter, James and John, were with Chrift,at 
his transfiguration, they were ravifhed -with that 
fight, and faid, Lord, it is good to be here. How 
mnch moretakingupon the heart, will his glorious 


fight bein Heaven, wherein his prefence, there will 


Revel.21.3. 


Luk.24.40,41. 


be fulneß of joy? The happinefs of Heaven is thus 
defcribed, for the comfort of fuch , who are heirs 
thereof, .God himfelf will be with them , and be [ball 
dwell with them. \When Chrift after his Refurrecti- 
on, manifefted himfelf unto his Apoftles, they re- 
joyced and wondered , -though he there was not tocon- 
tinue long with them. And when we have the clear- 


. eft views of the Lord here, we doe onely (as the 


Cant. 


Joh.17.24. 


Fíal.16.11. 


Spoufe exprefleth it). fee him through the lattice; ma- 
ny things interpofing between him and us, while our 
fouls do dwell in tabernacles of clay : How much 
moreravifhing will his prefencebe, when we fhall fee, 
as we are feen, God the Father, and Chrift his holy 
Sonne, to abide with usfor ever > This, this is the 
ucmoft, which the Lord Jefus could ack for them , to 
compleat their blefledne(s, Father , I will, that they 
alfo, whom thou hat given me, be with mz, where I 
am, that they may bebold the glory which thou haf gi- 
ven t. 

7. Laftly, In all thofe enjoymeats and imploy- 
ments, there fhall be no naufioufnefs nor fatiety. For 
in Gods prefence, there is fulacffe of joy, and at bis 
right hand, there are pleafures for evermore. Theta- 
tisfactions of the foul enjoying God with futable di- 


{pofitioas, fhall be both tranfcendently and everla- 


{tingly 
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{tingly delighsfull. Here the ftomack ina fhort time, 
will naufeate the {weerelt meats and drinks, The full 
foul doth loath the herey-comb. By long continuance,the 
moft melodious Mulick becomes an off:nfive found, 
and the moft lovely fights, are accounted dull dif- 
plefing objets. But Heavens joyes,fervices, and en- 
joyments, will abide as fully ravifhing, as they 
were the firt moment, when enjoyed. And 
therefore unto the heirs of Heaven, To die will be 
gain. 
Having thus farre demonftrated this Truth (viz. ) 
That natural death will be a fpiritual gain unto the 
godly. Iproceed to give an account ri the grounds 
thereof, Aad herein general, know, that the root 
from whence all our real comfort arifeth, whether in 
life, at death, or after death, is Jefus Chrift. When 
St Paul had fpoken thus unto the believing Corinthi- 
ans, All things are yours, whether life, or death, ı Cor.3.21,22 
` things prefent, or things to come; headdeth as the rea- 
fon of all, You are Chrifts. And the fame Apoftle 
faith, If God hath given sm his Sonne, bore [hall he 
not with bim alfo, freely give all things. For feeing Rom.2.32. 
God hath made him the Mediatour of the new Cove- 
nant, all Gofpel-promifes, whether they concern this 
life, orthat whichistocome, They are in him, Tea, 
and in him, Amen, to the praife of God. | 2 Cor.1.20* 
More particularly (wherein I will be the fhorter, 
becaufe I havebeen too large in the former) the gain 
which comethin, by death, unto regenerate Chrifti- 
ans, is procured by Chrift. 
Firft, By the prevalency of his prayer unto God 
his Father. This was his great requeft, in his moft 
folemn application unto the Lord; Father, I will, 
that thofe whom thou baft given me, may be where I John 17.24. 
am, to behold my glory, which thou bafl given me. 
And he did not, in the leaft doubt of Gods readinefs, 
to gratifie him, in wihaplopyer hea:ked: Father gs 
e 
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he) Z know that thos hearet me alwayes. For he well 
underflool that promife made long before, which 
might be a fufficient ground of his {trong confidence, 
Ask of me, and I will give thee, the Heathen for 
thine irberitguce, and the utmoft parts of the earth, for 
76۰ 7 Y "m. a] 5 وی تا‎ : 
try pofíofia. Now there is no queftion to be made, 
but that Chrift praying for his heritage, fhall haveau- 
dience for their advancement. 
Secondly, By the meritorious worth of his aGtive 
5 and piífiveooedience. Fn this regard Heaven is cals 
phef.t.14. led . mA ee, | AE co BA 
Rom.5.23. 100, Their purchafed poffefton. For although in refpect 
of our worthlelnefs, Eterzal life is the gift of Gods 
Rom.$.16,17, grace; yetinreicrence unto the Lord Jefus, eternal 
21. [ife isconferred ina way of righteoufnefe, upon his 
account. 

Thirdly, By his afcenfion into Heaven, he hath 
prepared and taken poflefion of an happy eftate for 
them. This Chriftreporteth, for the comfort of his 
Apoftles, being fubje& to finking troubles, in regard 
of death-threatning perfecution ,. upon his departure 

John 14.2.  fromthem. Jn my Fathers honfe are many man fons» 1 
| go to prepare a place for you 5 and if I ga to prepare a 
place fur you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

my [elf و‎ that where I amy there you may be alfo. 

Fourthly, By cooperating by his Spirit, with his 
Ordinances, that they misht be fitted through San- 
Etification, for beatifical fellowfhip and fatisfa@ion in 

Rom.9.23. glory, Weereas all the vefels of mercy y are prepared fer 
Col.1.12. glory; and they are made meet to be made partakers of 
the inberitance of Saints in light. The Lord Chrift 

hath inftituted Ordinances and Officers to difpenfe 
Ephef.4.12,13 them, for the perfecting of the Saints و‎ for the edifying 
of the body cf Chrift y till we all come, in the unity 

of the faithy and of the knowledge of the Sonne of Ged, 

unto A perfet mom, and to the meafure of the frature 
Eph. s. 25,25, of the fulneß of Corijt. And he himfelf doth in fuck: 
27. fort accompany th emby his Spirit , That c: wi 

d * ANCES fe 
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fanitifie and cleanfe bis Church with tbe wafhing of 


water by the Word. That be might prefent it unto him- 
felf a glorious Church و‎ not having Shot, er wrinkle, or 
any fuch thing, but that it fhould be holy, and without 
blemifh. Therefore our Saviour having provided 
Heaven for his Elect, and having prepared them for 
Heavens happinefs, with himfelf, their fouls fhall 
without doubt, enjoy the gain of glory, upon Na- 
tures diflolution by death. 

Fifthly, By undertaking their perfeverance in this 
eftate of grace and fanctification. Although it mult 
beacknowledged, that true believers, are oppofed by 
manifold difficulties, with dangersalfo, in their paf- 
fase to Heaven; and themfelves are too weak to 
overcome the oppofitions made and maintained 
againft them, from Earth, Hell, and their own 


to 


corrupt hearts; yet they [ball be kept by the power of 1 5٥٥٥٢۸۰45۰ 


God, through faith unto falvation: Yea, as an inbe- 
ritance ineorruptible و‎ that fadeth not away, is refer- 
ved in Heaven for them ; fo infallibly fhall they be 
preferved for it. Andthe Apoftle Pax], reckoning 
up many particulars, which may probably threaten 
their perfeverance,both perfons and things, doth upon 
the confideration of all, confidently conclude their 
conqueltand glory, Who (ball lay any thing to the charge 
of Gods ele? It is God that juftifieth: who is hethat 
condemmeth? It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is 
rifen again, who is even at the right band of God, 
who alfa maketh interceffion for us, Who (ball feparate 
us from the love of Chrift? Shall tribulation, or diftreß, 
or perfecution , er famine, or nahedueff, or peril, er 
frord? Nay, in all .thefe things و‎ we are more than 
Conquerours through him that loved us, For I ampere 
(waded that neither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor 
principalities و‎ nor powers, mor things. prefent , nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other- 
ereature {hal be: able to feparate ws from the love of 

71 LE D 2 God, 
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Viet. 
Cunfutation. 


Y Cor.15.32. 


Eccl.9.4.. 


God, which is in (brit Jefas our Lord. Thus having 
briefly from. pregnant Scriptures held forth the 
grounds, from whence the true Chriftians gain 
by death, arifeth through Chrift, L now pro- 
oe to the Application of the Do&rine by way of 
ule, : 

There are two erroncous conceits crufhed by this 
Doétrine, (viz.) 1. The Mortality of the foul: 
2. The fleeping of the foul, upon its departure out of 
the body, 

Firft errour concerning the foul its mortality, is 
overthrown by the truth, which hath been fuffiaent- 
ly confirmed, by the fore-going dilcourfe : For it is 
abfurd to imagine, that the death and annihilation 
fhould be more for its gain, then to remain in a rege- 
nerate eftate withinthe body. Although this grofs: 
opinion may by fober Chriftians, be judged unwore. 
thy confutation, yet becaufe pleaded for by fome in: 
thefe corrupt times, I will fuggeft fome Arguments. 
againftit; and the rather, becaufeit layeth the foun- 
dation of much finfull, fenfual loofnefs, amongft the: 
children of men. S5: Pau! endeavouring to ftop their: 
mouths, who in his dayesfaid , There was no refurre-: 
Gion of the body, (whichfallech in, with this phancy 
of the foul its mortality ) telleth us, That thefe evil 
words, do corrupt good manners, ‘And the Prophet 
Ifaiah long before, bringeth in, men of this mind,- 
encouragingthemfelvesin courfes of fenfuality, up- 
on this imagination , Let us eat, and drink, for to 
morrow we [bal die. ‘Therefore here confider thefe- 
things: 

1. That our Apoftle his expe&tation by faith, to be: 
a gainer by death, doth ftrongly militate againft this 
conceit concerning the mortality of the foul, becaufe 
Solomon faith,. That a living dog is better than a dead’ 
Lion.. 

2, Lhat manifold paflages in the Scriptures T 

E truth: 


= 
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truth, do openly and exprefly coutradi& it. When 

the. body goeth to the dit, then tbe foni returneth to Eccl.12.1. 

God who gave it. The fouls both ot the godly and 

ungodly, leaving the mortal body, do forthwith ap- 

pear alive before the Lord, by him to be adjudged unto Heb.9.27. 

am cverlajling eftate, either of weal, or woe. An 

Chrift, (whois called The trae and faithful witneff , Luk. 16.22. 

Revel.3.14, In whofe mouth, there was no guile, Pet, 

2.22,) doth once andagain fuggelt the foul its im- 

mortality. Inthe Parable ofthe rich manand Laza- 

rus, the one is{poken of, as inunquenchable flames, 

andtheother in an unchangeable eftate of comfort, 

fuddenly upon their naturaldeath. His promife alfo 

made to the petition of the penitent thief, C This day Lux.23.43.. 

thou (halt be with me in Paradifc Y dothaflert, That 

his foul died not with his body. Yea once more,confi-- 

der how cleariy our Saviour doth confute this opini- 

on, by citing Gods own words {poken unto Azofes, 

long after the death of Abraham, Ifase and Jacob, 

acknowledging himfelf,. even chen to be their God, 

whence he concludech their immortal life, lay. 

ing, God is not the God of. the dead, but of the lin Mat.22.31,32-- 

Ving. 

3. The immortality of the foul may be ftrongly 

evidenced, by the Nature of it, being fpiritual, and 

often called a Spirit, ( viz.) That part of man, 

whereby. he underflandeth, his reafonable foul. There mr 

i (faith Eliby (١ a spirit in man, and the inspiration id er 

of. the Almighty giveth them underitanding. And 

S Paul profeffing his inwardnefs: and heartinefs in 

Gods worfhip, he thus expreffeth himfelf, Whom I Rom.ı.g.. 

ferve in my spirit, knowingthat God being a {pirit 

mult be worfhipped in fpiri, Now Jefus Chrift him- ا‎ Gait 

felfattefteth, That a fpes cannot die. : Luk.20.36.. : 
The fecond errour hence to be confuted, is that | 

concerning the fleep of the foul from the time of its 

diflolution from the body ,. E. the Day ef the سے‎ 

3 Ka 


.22 


John 1r. 
1 ihefl. 4.15. 


Dan.r2.2. 
3972ات‎ 


I Cor.15.44. 
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ral Refurrection. Although I grant, that the Scrie 
pture calleth death a fleep, and fpeaketh of Chrifti- 
ansdead, asof perfons fallen afleep : yet it is mani- 
feft, chat chefe expzeifions, do relate to the body alone, 
Which isfaid to fleep im the duff, and there to reft as 
in a bed, till God thall awaken tc by the found of his 
Trumpet, and raife itby his power. And the Apo- 
{tle difcourfing of the Refurrection ofthem, who fall 
afleep by death, doth openly apply it to the body, Ir 
is fown (faithhe) a natural body, but it is raifed a 
Spiritual body. Whereas we know, that fleep is the 
binding up of the {enfes by vapours, the foul being 
incorporeal is not capableof humours, nor fubje& to 


. - have its operations ceafed thereby. And my Textal- 


Ufe 2. 


Jofh. 2.12,13. 


fo, and my Do&rine from thence, do ftrongly beat 
down this carnal imagination, For Chriftians,while 
their fouls dwell in their bodies, do judge their condi- 
tion leffe comfortable in thenight, whenthrough 
corporeal fleep, their {piritual motions aref ufpended: 
Therefore doubtlefs their death would rather render 
their eftate worte than better, if the foul fhould fleep 
upon its departure from the body. How ordinarily 
do gracious ones lament their fluggifhnefs, when with 
God in holy duties ; therefore their death could not 
be their gain, if thereby their fouls, fhould be laid 
afleep, without any fpiritual activity, to the end of 
the world. 

Ufe 2. Examination, whether we have a good, 
and a well-srounded hope, that our death fhall be 
found our gain, When Rsbab heard that Jericho, the 
place of her prefent abode, would ere long be befieg- 
ed andfpoiled, fhefeeketh fecurity, that her {elf and 
relations fhould be preferved : Thus fhe fpeaketh to 
the Spies, Give me a true token, that yon will fave 
me alive. Now the cafe ftands thus with us all, we 
are befieged with bodily diftempers, which threaten 
death, whenour earthly Tabernacles will سم‎ 
. ab own, 
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down, @c. Therefore fhould we enquire, what true” 
tokens we have, to ftrengrhen our hopes, that Na- 
tures diffolution fhall rather tend unto our advantage, 
then prejudice. This trial may be quickened by thele 
confiderations : l 

r. Becaufe gain by death is not the common porti- 
on of all. Our Apoftle in the Textfpeaketh of it, as 
a peculiar priviledge, To me (faith he) to die # 
sain : But all cannot be thus confident. In the 

arable of the rich sans death amd burial y this Luk.16.22,23. 
followeth immediately , That be was in hell in tor- 
ments. 

2. Multitudes, in the bofome of the Church, are 
filled with vain hopes, Our Saviour bringeth 1n ma- 
ny, pleading boldly for admifion into Heaven, ha- 
ving died, with hogefull perfwafions, bottomed up- 
ona glorious profeffion, and a commendable conver- 
fation , who are caft off, with dolefull difappoint- 
ment, Many will fay to me at that day, Lord „Lord, have Mar.7.22,23, 
we not propbefied in thy Name, and in thy Name bave 
caf out Devils y and in thy Name, done many won- 
derfull works ? And thea I will profeffe unto them, I 
never knew you: Depart from me, ye that worke ini- 
quity. As Dogs are ready to {natch the childrens 
meat out of their hands, fo arethe worft of men ve- 
ry aptto appropriate to themfelves, the priviledges 
which do peculiarly appertain unto the people of 
God.- Wicked Haman no fooner heareth of a man, 
whom the King delighted to honour, but he tought 
thus in bis heart و‎ To whom will the King delight to Efth.5.6.. 
doe honour, more than to my felfe? In this refpe& 
therefore, we fhould take heed of building our 3 
hopesof happinefs after death, upon a fandy foun- 
dation. 

3. Infallible affurance may be attained, that natu- 
ral death, will make way for incomparable and ever- 
lafting gain; and therefore there is hope, tharlabour 
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inthisfearch, fhall not bein vain. My Text fpeak- 
eth out S P zals confidence, To me to die is gain. And 
eliwhere , being in expectation to fuffer death, he 
2Tim4.8, faith, Henceforib is laid up for me’ a Crown of righ- 
teonfaejje: Yea, this our Apoftle bringeth in other 
Chriftians with himfelf, without the leaft hefitancy, 
profeffing their undoubted hopes hereof, we know, 
aCors.x. that if our earthly houfe, of this Tabernacle were dif- 
folued, we bave a building of God, an houfe, not 
made with hands, but eternal in the Heavens. And 
there is no good reafon can be rendred, wherefore or- ` 
dinary Chriftiansin thefe dayes, may not arrive at 
thefamecertainty. For, 1. We enjoy Gods Word, 
1 John 5.13. That we may know we have eternal life. 2. And we 
have the promife of his Spirit, That we may 
nm. EOM the things y which are freely given us of 
0 


4. And the confequences of this certainty , will be 
many wayes advantagious, as the experiences of 
Godsfervants have witnefled in all ages. I will briefly 
point at fome : 

1, Hereupon the Pfalmift was wrought unto con- 
tentment in a low condition, being confident, That 

Pfal. 73.24. God would bring bim to glory, when he had pafled 
through a wildernefs, by the condu& of his counfel, 
"The traveller contentedly will take up with little and 
courfe allowance, from hope of full provifions at 
home, whenhe cometh unto his journeys end. 

2. Thethoughtand approach of death, haftening 
onby means of many weaknefles and fufferings, will 
be the lefs tedious and terrible + fain: set (faith 

2 Cor.41647 the Apoftle ) though the outward man. perih, for our 
OUT light affütiion و‎ worketh for us, a farre more exceeding 
eternal weight of glory. 

3. Thus courage will be increafed, when the great- 
eft difficulties and dangers fhall be encountred-in a 
Chriftiancourfe, S Paul, asa valiant Souldier, did 

| l undaunt- 
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datintedly bear up, when in expectation of a violent 
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death from the Lion-like perfecutors; Z am ready 10:2 Tim.3. 


be offered. — Henceforth is laid up for me a Crown, 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory giveth many fuch like inftances 
amongfítthe worthy Martyrs of old. d 

4. And hereby we fhall be much quickened 08 
wayes ot fervicezbleneís, both unto God and man. 
By this argument the Apoftle urgcth double diligence 
and unweariedneís in well-doing; Therefore be ftedfaf, 
unmoveable, alwayes abomnding inthe work of the Lord, 
forafmuch, as ye know, that your labour is not invain 
in the Lord, * The Mariner knowing that he is in a 
fafe road towards his native Countrey, hoifeth up 
fail, and putteth on with the more vigour. 

Now all thefe confiderations being enlarged and 
applied by meditation, may be fuffizient to perfwade 
afertous tryal, whether we have a well-bottomed 
hope, thatour death fhall beour gaia. | 

The Characters of them, to whom death will be 
gain, I will caft under two heads, making a double en- 

uity, 

Firft, Whether in our inward difpofition, and out- 
Ward practice, we be really like St Pax!, who was 
fure ( as my T'exttellsus) thatunto himfelf, To die 
would be gain? Here I will hint {ome few particulars 
from this his Epiftle, referring the improvement unto 
your own faithfulnefs : | 

I. His converfation was in Heaven, while he was 
on earth; and upon this account he was confident of 
communion with Chrif in Heaven. The good Apo- 
{tle did look upon himfelf, asa Citizen, a free Deni- 
fon of Heaven ; and therefore ftudied and endea- 
voured, that his carriage might be anfwerable to this 
his condition. Query therefore upon what you do 
moft beftow your heads and hearts, your thoughts 
and affections. Whether do you rather order your 
courfe according to the fafhion of this world? Or do 

E you 


٢ Cor.15.58. 


Phil.3.20. 
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you labour to be like them who are wich God in Hea- 
vens glory ? | 

2. Heiate not down latisfied with that meafure of 
grace and fanétification, which he had attained, but 
prefled hard towards perfection, that he might be 
compleat both in heart and life, in a way of confor- 


Thil.3.10,11, Mity to the mind of Chrift. 7 prefe towards the mark; 
12,13,14 L his therefore falleth foul upon fuch, who fatisfieand ٠ 


Revel.3.17. 


Phil.1.20. 


N 


Lech.7.5,9. 


211,۰. 


Phil.3 Zu fie 


Zuk.18:9. 


Gal.s.4. 


' flatter themfelves in their prefent attainmentsand en- 


joyments, like the Laodiceans , laying, J am rich, and 
have need of nothing. 
.. 3. Hedidnot center inhimfelf, in his own com- 
fort, but defigned the honour of Chrift, in all che 
graces with which he wasenriched, and inall his fer- 
viceablenefs, both in active and paffive obedience.. 
According to my earneft expectation and hope (faith he) 
that Felus Chrift (ball be magnified in me, whether by 
life, or death. This cuts the combs, and crufh- 
eth the hopes of fuch, who are meerly felfifh in their 
ends and aims, inreligious performances. And this 
is fo ordinary, that our Apoftle faith, All feeke 
their owne things, not the things, which are Fefus 
Chrifts. 
4. Notwithftandingall his graces received, fervi- 
ces difcharged, and perfection with fincerity defign- 
ed, hedid not dare to depend upon felf, inregard of 
parts railed, priviledges poflefled , duties performed, 
but pitcheth his confidence upon Chrift, and upon him 
alone. J rejoyce in Chrift Fefus, having no confidence 
in the flefh و‎ though 1 might „if any other ,&c. This. 
fplitsthe hopes of proud Jufticiaries, who pharifai- 
cally truft to their own goodnefs, unto whom St Paul 
fpeaketh fmartly ; (hrift is become of none efet unto 
jou, whofoever of you are juflified by the Law: ye are 
fallen from grace. 
$. And he fought, both by his counfel and conver- 
fation, to winneand work others with himfelf, pro 
tne 
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the like di[pofition and converfation. Let as many as 
be perfec? و‎ be thus minded, Be followers of me. And Phil3.15,17. 
though he longed for immediate fellowfhip with 

Chrilt, yet he was content to [tay out of Heaven, for 

atime, that he might be inftrumentally ferviceable to 

the promoting of Sanctification in Saints onearth. 

To abide in ibe flefh (faith he) zs more needfull for Phil.1.24,25. 
you: Having this confidence y 1 {hall continue with you 
all, for your furtherance and joy of faith. Here I 
referre it to every mans confcience,to give in evidence, 
how careiull,or carelefs he is of the fouls welfare, of 
fuch with whom they do converfe ; for accordingly, 
either hope, or hopelefnefs of gain by death, may be 
inferred, 

Secondly, Whether Chrift beourlife. This is che 
Argument from whence our Apoftle doth fatisfyingly 
inferre his hope of gain by death. To me, to live is 
Chrit; and therefore undoubtedly, To die will be 
gain.— This lieth fair inthe face of the Text ; and he 
argucth in like manner elfwhere, If Chrift be our life, 
then death will produce our glory. . 

Now as Natural life, fo alfo fpiritual life may be 
manifefted, by 1.Breathings, 2. Senfes, 3. Mo- 
tions: 

Firft, Breath evidenceth life, The firft difcovery 
of life in the child enlivened by the Prophet, was this, 
He neefed feven times. And fpiritual breathing, is 2 King.4.55. 
exprefled: à 

1. By groansand grievous complaints, becaule of 
finfull principles and out-breaches ; felt within, and 
appearing outward. As this Apoftle, 7 find 2 Law 
in my members و‎ warring againjt the Law of my mind, 
&c, Ob wretched man that I am! &c, . 

2. By defires, galpingafter God, in wayes of com- 
munionand holy obedience. There is none upon earth 
(faith the Pfalmift) that Idefire, befide thee. And, Ob 
that my wayes were diretted , to keep thy flatuter. 76۰ 

Ewa Secondly, 


Col.3.4. 
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' Secondly, Senfe fheweth life, whether it be from 
that which toucheth with painfull trouble, or with 
tickling delight. 

1. Ihefoul enlivened by grace,doth feel the weight 
Pfal.38.4. Of finne. Mine iniquiries (faith David ). are an bea- 
vy burtben,. too heavy for me to bear: ز7‎ am troubled’, 
and bowed down greatly. Whereasa dead man would 
not be fenfible, though a mountain fhould be caft upon 
him, or though fore wounded, And men dead.in inne 
are palt feeling. 

2, And the Chriftian who is made fpiritually alive 
by Chrift,.doth fenfibly rejoyce in fellowfhip with ` 
him, راف‎ Spirit bath rejoycad (faith che blefled 
Virgin) iz God my Saviour, Whereasanutter want 
of delight in the Ordinances of communion with God, 
doth argue the abfence of this life. 

Thirdly, Motion manifefteth life. Sofoon as La» 
zarus was reftored to life, he arifeth out of bz grave, 
and goeth- abroad. As inallother motions, fo 1n this 
which isfpiritual, there are two terms, 4 quo, and 
Ephefi2.1,2, ad quem. The Epbefians being quickened, they re- 

3,10. Jinquifh their old converfation in.the lults of the flew, 
avd walk iu good works. Andtheregenerated Thefa- 
lenjans y Turn from Idols to ferve tbe living and true 
God. In like manner, all thofe in whom Chrift li- 
veth by his Spirit, they turn their backs upon finne, 
with diflike, deteftation, and endeavour to decline 
it: And they face about towards God, inapproving, 
rar and profecuting whatloever is good in his 

ight. 

No all thefe particulars thus generally and briefly 
hinted , being conjoyned, and without partiali- 
ty applyed, may ferve to difcover, Whether we 
have a good Scripture-hope , That onr death will be 
Ofe 3.. our gain. 

Ante obitum, Ufe3. Information, infour particulars: 
nemora + Firft, That a full judgement cannot be given of the 
وس‎ á bliflefull 


Ephef.4.16. 


| 1o. 


Joh.11.44- 
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bliffefull condition of godly perfons,while they live on 
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earth. For their death bringeth in their greateft gain. Eccl.9.1,2. 


No man knoweth either Iove, or hatred, by all that z be- 
fore bim. All things come alike to all, there is one 
event to the righteous, andto the wicked, &c. Andit 
doth not yet appear, what we [ball be. As the profit, 
which cometh in by Husbandry, cannot be difcerned 
till Harveft; if a man unacquainted with that courfe 
of life, fhould fee his Neighbour plough up his 
ground, tear it in peeces with the Harrow, and throw 
away hisfeed upon it, he would judge all loft. So 
while we behold Gods people perfecuted, racked and 
tormented inthis world, we cannot make out their 
happinefs. If in this life only, we hav bote in Cbrifl, 
we are of all mca moft miferable (faith the Apoftle ) 
And if after the manner of men, I have fought with 
beafts at Epkefus, what advantageth it me, if the 
dead rife not ? Therefore conclude not, what the 
eftate of true Chriftians is, till you have confidered, 


ı Joh 3.2. 


1 Cor.15.19, 


32. 


the conclufion of their lives. Mark the perfec? man, Plal.37.37. 


and behold the upright, for the end of that man is 
peace. During thetimc of life (as the Parable tel- 
leth us) the rich man being cloathed in purple, and 


fine linnen, aud faring fumptuoufly every day, leemed Luk 16.160,10. 


tobeinafarrebetter condition, than Lazarus, who 
was laid at his gate full of fores; but upon their 
death, and the fequell thereof , a right judgement 
might be pafled, whether .of the two was the hap- 
pier man. For tbe beggar died, and was carried by 
the Angels into Abrahams bifome ; tbe rich man died alfo, 
and went to Hell, 

Secondly, Thatthe condition of the Saints in Hea- 
ven, will be unexpreffioly joyous and happy, be- 
caufe their death will be their gain. For all the de- 
lights, with which their hearts are cheared in the 
land of the living, are only thetaftes, the firft fruits 
of Heaven. That bunch of Grapes, which was 
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brought fromCanaan,was nothing in comparifon of all 
the fruits of that promifed Land , which were affured 
upon Ifrael. Who knoweth* how [weer, and how 
many cordials Gods fervants are refrefhed with, in 
their paffage through the wildernefs of this world ? 
and yet it will be admirably to theiradvantage, when 
they fhall upon Natures diffolution, take poleon of 
their heavenly countrey. Doubtlefs chis our Avoftle 
had experience of that peace, which paffeth all under» 
ftanding , and of thofe joyes of the Holy Ghoft, 
which are moft unspeakable, and full of glory ; he re- 
porteth tothe Corinthians, his enjoyment of abounding 
confolations 3 and yet he was confident, That to die 
would be his gain. The Lord giveth his people ever- 
lating comfort through grace, which in that regard is 
called و‎ The oyl of gladneffe. All wifdomes wayes are 
pleafanineß. And David rejoyced therein, more than 
in all riches; who took delight alfo im the fociety of 
Saints on earth. God maketh his fervaats glad in the 
boufe of prayer. The Spirit of the blefled Virgin did ` 
leap for joy, in God ber Saviour, notwithltanding 
her {marting exercifes. But this, all this poflefled 
upon earth, inthe habit of grace, inthe acts of grace, 
inthe ufe of holy Ordinances, in fellow/hip with che 
godly, and in communion with God, Father, Sonne 
and Holy Ghoft, doth fall very fhort of that fulnefs 
of joy, thofe Rivers of delight, wherein they fhall 
bathe in blifs upon their departure by death, from 
Earth to Heaven. For unto them, To die will be 
gain. Therefore from hence, we may with theadmi- 
rations of faith, confider the provifions which Gods 
srace hath made in Heaven for believing fouls. 
S: Paul in reference unto the priviledges to be pollelled 
on earth, fpeaketh thus , Eye bath not fern, nor ear 
heard, neither hath entred into the heart of man, tbe 
things which God bath prepared for themthat love him:and 
yet he faith in my Text,To meto die gains >. ہے‎ 

A Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That therefore the eftate of glorified 
Saints will be tranfcendently glorious.at the Day of 
the General Refurreétfon; for chen doubtlefs there . 
fhall be anaddition made unto the gain, which death 
doth bringin unto them. The Scripture calleth it, a 
The time when refribing ({uperlative refrefhing) ^^ ۰ 
fhaill come from the Lord, And the language of the 
Apoftle is very notable, {peaking of the rej with which 
believers [ball be vecompenced و‎ when tbe Lord Jefus (hall , Theffi. ^ 
be revealed with his mighty Angels. When be [ball ES. 
come (faith he ) to be glorified in bis Saints, and to 
be admired in all them that believe inthat day. Then, 
then, both the glorified Saints themfelves, and the 
slorious Angelsalfo, fhall wonder with amazement, 
to behold the amazing comforts and glory, with 
which they fhall be crowned, Here I will briefly point 
at a few particulars, 

1. Then they fhall behold all their fellow- members 
of that my ftical Body, whereof Chrift is the Head, 
brought together into one company. Them which | Theft. 4, 14. 
fleep in Jefus, will God bring with bim, and then 
me which are alive and remain, (hall be caught up to- 
gether with them ia the clouds, to meet the Lord ia 
the Air. | 

2. They (ball arife firt; both that the Lord may r The, 4.16 
exprefs his peculiar refpe& unto them, and that they CX 
may not want that honour and comfort which the 
fubfequent providences of that great Day {hall af- 
ford. 
3. Forthwith upon their Refurrection, they fhall 
ride (asit were) in joy and triumph, to attend the 
judge of the world in bis glory, which will be no {mall 1 Theft, 44 
honour, when Chrift (ball come with ten thoufands of his Tude v. i: Fi ae 
Saints, and allthe holy Angels with bim. Mat. 25.216. 

4. Whenthe Lord Jefus fhall fit down upon the 
Throne of Judgement, they fhall be admitted to be 
Affeflors, giving in their atteftation unto all Ke 

righ- 
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righteous, judicial adminiftrations, Know ye not 
(faith the Apoftie) zhat the Saints (ball judge the 
world ? And know ye nst} that we [hall judge An- 


els ? 


s. When Chri? who is their life [hal appear و‎ they 


(hall appear with him in glory. As their bodies (hall 


be made like unto bis glorious body, fhining like the 
Sunne in the firmament: So their fouls fhall be farif- 
fied with Gods Image, both in perfet knowledge, and 
all other divine graces, made like unto his Majefty, ac- 
cording to their utmoft capacities. 

-6, And in this happy condition, they all hall have 
compleat communion with each other, without the 
mixture of any forrow, and crowned with immedi- 
ate fellowfhip with the Lord himfelf unto all eternity. 
Aud then we (hall ever be with the Lord, | 

Fourthiy, Henceitfolloweth by the rule of con- 
traries, that the death of the wicked fhall be greatly 
totheir lefs. For the confequences of contraries, are 
as contrary, asthecontrariesthemfelves. And fuch 
like inferences, are made ordinarily in holy Scripture, 
Ecelê. Yag.. 

Astheinference is natural, and not enforced; fo 
the mifery of the ungodly upon their death , may 
many wayes be manifefted , both in refpe@ of lofs 
and fenfe. 

Their punifhment of lofs confifteth : 

1. Inthe want of all inferiour creature-comforts 
here enjoyed , Fer they have ther portion in this life 
only. And therefore it was thus fpokea to the covet- 
ous worldling when ready to die, This night (hall thy 
foul be taken from thee, and whofe then [hall all thefe 
things be? Thy enlarged Barns, and thy fruits with 


- which filled, fhall be thine no more. 


2. Intheirfeparation from the fociety of all Gods 


Mat.25.32. € faithfullfervants, The Sheep mut be fevered from the 


13.30. 


Goatssthe tares from the good corn,the chaf from tbe wheat. 
3. In 
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A Thirdly, In their everlafting banifhment from God 


the Father, and the Lord Jefus. They (hall be punifhed 2 Thefl.1.9. 


with everlaffing deftruttion from the prefence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of bis power. And Chrift will fay, 
Depart from me ye workers of iniquity. 

Now what lols can befo great? But this is not all 
the mifery, which fhall befall the ungodly in the 
world to come; for the punifhment of fenfe will be ex- 
ceeding grievous alfo. í 

1. Their departure from God fhall be attended with 
his heavy difpleafure. Go ye curfed, will the Lord wac25. بو‎ 
lay (4.d.).Be gone with a vengeance under my heavy i 
difpleafure. | 
Uz. They fhal be turned into bell, the torment Píal.9.17. 
whereof is metaphorically exprefled by fire, which _ 
is kindled by the breath of God, as a flream uf brim- 1 30.33 
fione. 

3. This pain fhall net only be extream, but ever- 
laftingalfo. The worm (of an accufing ever-gnaw- 
ing confcience) hall never die, and the fire (of their Mark 2- 
torment) zever goeth out. 

‘<4, In this doleiull condition, there fhall be no 
means of mitigation to their pain. Not one drop 
of water, or the rip of a cold finger to esol an infla- وھک ملاظ‎ 
med tongue, and no better company than Devils, =. 
14 0-7 will rather augment,then abate their 

rici, 
x 5. And whereas perfons in mifery would be pitied Job 19.11. 
(the want whereof caufeth fad complaints, Have T 
you no pity, all je who paffe by?) thefe wretched crea- 11.56.04. 
tures fhall arife out of the duf to (hame and everlafting víal.58.10. 
contempt: Yea, They fhall be an abborring to all flefh. 
The righteous (hall rejoyee, when be feeth the venge- 
arce. j 
Thefe particulars do in fome meafure manifeft, 2 ۶۰۸۶۰۷ 
What fhall be the end of them, who obey not the Gospel. 


And if the Queftion of the Apoftle fhould be pro- 
E pounded 


Mat.7.23, 
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verf.18. 


pounded tous, Where [ball the wicked and ungodly ap~ 
pear? We may return anfwer from this, which hath 


been hinted (viz. ) They fhall appear at a. great di- 


16 رر‎ c. LL. 


Hab.2.15. 


Humb, 23.10. 


Heb.9.27. 


job 18.14. 


{tance from all creature-comforts ۔‎ feparated from. 
God, and all godly ones, inthe place of unexpreffi-- 
ble torment with Devils, without any relief, un- 
der the curfe of God, and the contempt of all godly’ 
ones for evermore. 

Thus from thefe inferences, by way of Information, 
I proceed to the Ufes of Evhorrztion, which I fhall 
caft under three heads, according to the number of 
thofe perfons unto whom they are to be direéted, in 
all which I fhall be thort. 

Firft,. All fuch who havecaufeto fufpe& their in- 
tereft in this priviledge ( viz.) that their death will 
be their gain, they arc to be perfwaded, to [eek their: 
propriety therein, by looking out, after thofe quali- 
fications formerly mentioned, unto which this rich. 
prerogative doth appertain. There remaineth a reff to 
the people of God, let ms labour therefore to enter into 
ibat ref. This endeavour may be quickened by con- 
fidering the miferable eftate of allothers (which was- 
cleared in the lalt branch of the former Ufe) who in- 
that condition are iz bondage all their life time, 
tbrough the fear of death, And asthat confideration 
may affright, fo the thought of the happinefs of fuch;. 
who have good aflurance, That death will be their 
gain, may allure to this practice, Balaam himfelf 
faith, Let me die the death of the righteous و‎ and 
let my laf end be like bs. Think thus with your 
iclves : 

1. It is appointed for all men once to die , and after that 
the judgement. 

2. Death is the King of terrours. 

3. Chriftisbothin life and death advantage, unto 
all fuch who are united unto him by faith, and the 
knowledge hereof will be admirably advantagious 


(as. 
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(as hath been difcovered) unto all fuch, who mani- 

feft this cheir union, by an holy life; therefore we 
will without delay, with double diligence, en- 

deavour to eflate our felves in this precious pri- 

viledge. 

Secondly, All the heirs of this precious priviledge, 
fhould be moved to thefe enfuing duties, 

Firft, Be very thankfulltothe Lord. 7 will praife 
thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart (faith Da- 
vid) and I will glorifie toy Name for evermore, for 
great is thy merey toward me, and thou bajt delivered 
my foul fromthe loweft Hell. Now the gain by death, 
isa greater bleffing, and a fruit of fweeter mercy, then 
to be fecured from death; and therefore this his thank- 
fulnefs fhould quicken our gratitude. 

2, Moreover, confider that this priviledge was 
deatly purchafed by JefusChrift. Upon this account 
S Pant breaketh forth. into his Doxology, O death, | cor. 1.4 

be, 2 - : r 1559ء‎ 
where is thy fling ! O grave, where is thy witiory ! Es 
Thanks be given to God, who bath given ws the villory 
tbrousb our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
A^ s, Remember that the benefits of death fhall ex- 
tend unto all eternity (as hath been manifefted ) both 
in reference unto body and foul. Thefpeech of Da- 
. vid ishereapplicable , who am I, O Lord God, that 2 Sam.7.18,19 
- thou haft brought me hitherto? And yet ths wm x 
fmall thing in thy fight, O Lord God, but thou haft 
fpoken alfo of thy fervant for a great while to come. 
‘Now the advantages by death are greater, and many 
more, which fhall bereaped, notonly upon natures 
diffolution, but thoufand thoufands of years, after 
the general Refurreétion. 

The work of thankígiving thus perfwaded, fhould 
be ex preffed, 

1, By ourconftant and abundant fruicfulnefs in all 
the practices of holinefs. Therefore my beloved Brea? Cot.15.58. 
tbren y be ye ftedfast , unmoveable, alwayes.abounding in 

p the 
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tbe work of tbe Lord; forafmuch as ye know that your 


labour is not im vain in the Lord. | 
2. Andby feekingto make others partakers wich 
our felvesin this rich prerogative. The fpeech and 
practice ofthe Lepers is imitable, They [uid one to anc- 
ther .و‎ we do not well; this is a day of good tidings, and 
we hold our peace, Xc. As love, fo all grace is com- 
municative ; therefore let us acquaint our friends 
with the gain which is to be reaped by death, ad- 
ding counfel and encouragement, that they may 
feverally fhare therein, through Gods rich grace in 
Chrift.. i 
Secondly, Be not difcouraged in a courfe of godli- 
nefs, though for the prefent you meet with much 
trouble, and little comtort; for at death - ( if not foon- 
cr) you fhall receive that which will pay for all. Be 
not weary of well-deing , for im due time you fhallreak, 
if you faint not. Beksld the Husbandman waiteth for 
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience 


Heb.14.25,26..for it. — Mofes chofe rather to [ufer affitliom with ihe 


Hcb.12.2. 


Hab.2.2.. 


Tf21.45.4. 


people ef God, than to enjoy the pleafures of finne for a 
feafon, Sc. for be bad respect to the recompence of re- 
ward. And Chrift himfelf, who wasa man of for- 
rows; yet for the joy that was fet before him, endured 
the croffe, and desbifed the fhame. Tope of gain heart- 
neth both Merchant and Mariner, notwithftanding 
high winds, and boifterous waves upon the trouble- 
fome Seas, though the voyage belong, and the pro- 
fit of it very.uncertain : but the promife of gain by 
godlinefs at the end, will Speak, and not lies though 
it tarry, wait. for it y becaufe it will farely come y it 
will not tarry. T" 
Thirdly , Be not immoderately afraid of death. 
Although Nature feeking its own prefervation, doth 
fhrink from approaching death in Gods own peculiar 
people. The terrours of death (faith David) are fal- 


len upon. me,. And though the unregenerate under 
the. 
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the awakenings of their guilty confciences, are 
through the fear of death in bondage; yet when faith Heb.2.15. 
is on exercife in believing brefts, they are bravely 
elevated above thefe fears, whether bodily difeafes, or 
bloudy perfecutours, do threaten Natures downfall. 
Holy Job knowing, that his Redeemer liveth, doth 
upon this ground, glory over death: Though after Job.19.25,26, 
my skinne wormes dejtroy this body, yet in my fleb, I 27. 
(ball fee God: Whom I (ball fee for my felf, and mine 
eyes [ball behold, and not azotber, though my reins be 
confumed within me, And S: Paul {peaketh thus of 
himfelf, and fellow-fufferers و‎ For this canfe we faint 2 mE T. í 
not, though our outward man perih, Xc. For we P xus 
know that if our earthly boufe were diffolved , we have 
a building of God; an houfe eternal in the Heavens. 
And many fuch like examples, might eafily be pro- 
duced from Ecclefiaftical Hiftories of worthy Mar- 
tyrs, who with undaunted magnanimity expected 
death,.and with joy clapped their hands inthe flames, 
being. confident, that their death would be their gain, 
But I forbear. St 

Fourthly, Be willing to welcome death when it 
cometh, asa Meflenger from God to call the foul out 
of the body. Hear whatthis our Apoftle faith upon 
this ground, I defire to depart , and to be with Chrift, 
which is farre better, And dying Simeon in his Swan- 
like Song ufeth the like language, Now ler thy fervant Luk.2.25. 
depart'in peace. For the truth in my Text, which 
hath occafioned this long difcourfe, rendreth the re- 
queftreafonable, which the Spoufe of Chrift makes 
to him, Make hafter, my Beloved, and be thou like to 
a Roe, or to a young Hart upon tbe Monntaines of C814. 
Spices, 
. Here thefe Cautions are needfull, to be caft into 
your confideration,that thé Ufe may not be abufed. 

t. Dare not to defire death from proud paffion or 


difcontent; as Elijah and Fonah did, A 3 
| B3 2. Neglect 


Phil.1.23. | 


2 Pet.3.14. 


1012.22. 


Col.3.2,4,5- 


Phil.3.20,21. 
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2, Negle& not the ufe of means of life, either food, 
Phyfick, &c. by yeelding to melancholy fancies, or 
‘diabolical delufions. 

3. Donotthrough prideor fool-hardinefs hazard 
your lives by Duels, or any other defperate adven- 
tures. 

4. Efpecially take heed of fhortening your own 
lives byfelf-murther upon the bloudy aflaults, and 
infinuations of Satan. But thefe things I fhall not 
enlar. e. 

Fitchly, Laftly , wherefore, Beloved و‎ feeing ye look 
for fuch things, be diligent, that you may be found 
without Spot and blameleß. Men are wont to furnifh 
themfelves with fuch apparel, and to be every way in 
fuch fort qualified, as may anfwer the places, relati- 
ons, imployments, unto which they expect advance- 
ments : and holy wifdome will work us tothe like en- 
deavour from our hope of the gain of death. The 
Apoftle S Job» having touched upon this glorious Me- 
tamorpholis, We [ball be like Chrift, addeth , And 
every one that hath this hope in him, purifieth bimfelf, 
even as “he is pure. S' Paulalío, from this expectati- 
on of faith , When (Chrift who is our life fhall appear, 
ve fhall appear with him in glory ,.doth perfwade both 
to mortifie all finfull lufts, and to fet our affections 
more upon the things above, than the things en the earth. 
And he himfelf doth intimate this happy change look- 
edfor, through Jefus Chrift, to bea {trong argument 
to promote his heavenly conver(ation in this world. A 
Spiritof graciousingenuity, love and gratitude, will 
undoubtedly inferre the fame conclufion from thefe 
premifles. 

Thirdly, The Friends of godly perfons deceafed, 
are hence to be advifed, to moderate their forrow, 
becaufe the death of fuch Btiends tends to their gain, 
The Apoftle Sr Paul, by this very argument, which 
he much enlargeth و‎ warneth the Thefalonians not to 
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mourn infuch cafes, as men without hope; but rather to Theft 4.13, 
comfort one another. TA 
Although I am very farre from condemning all 
forrow upon fuch occalıons, 
_ For wehave approved examples of the moutn- gen.sc.ıo. 
ing for Jacob , and for Dorcas, and of Chrift himtelt A&.9.39. 
weeping for Lazarus being dead. Jo 
2. And not mourning at all in fuch cafes, would 
argue people to be without natural affeciion, which is 07٠+ 
a finfull frame of heart; and God threatneth this, as ۱ 
a great judgement againft people, who die, mot la- Jer.15.<. 
mented, 
Y ct forrow upon the death of real Saints, fhould 
be moderate and mixed with comfort, Becaufe their 
death is their gain. Here the words of Chrift unto 
his defponding Difciples,are confiderable, Let not your Joh.14.27,28: 
heart be troubled, Ye have heard how 1 {aid unto you, 
Igoamay: If ye loved me, ye would rejoyce, becanfe 1 
faid, I go unto-the Father, Thole parents who were 
exceffive in their grief, becaufe their children were 
carried into captivity ,. were check’d , becaufe God Jer. 31.15.16, 
promifed their return. Now the gain to godly per- a” 
fons by death,is much more than their return from the 
duft, by the general Refurrcítion (as hath been largc- 
ly difcovered ) therefore our forrow fhould be kept 
within its due bounds, * As David cheered his f irit 
when his child was dead,.becaufe he was perfwadea, 
that his foul was gone to Heaven, where himfelf ho- 
pedto beerelong, I (hall go io kim. Therefore upon ? 9312.23. 
the death of the godly, though we fhould la ment our 
own lofs,and the expreffion of Gods difpleafure againft 
them who furvive, together with the finpes whereby 
their lives have been forfeited, yet inlove to them we 
fhould not mourn unto deje&ednefs ; for as Chrift was 
in life their advantage, fo in death their gain. To die. 


i gain. 
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thing, inreferenceto the Life and Death ot the 
Honourable Lady, whofe Funeral hath occalion- 
. edthis Aflembly and Sermon; and becaute I hope 
it may be ufefull to the living, and do right tothe me- 
moty of herthatisdead, Ifhall mention the heads 
of what myfelf have obferved, and have received 
from the credible teftimony-of others. I judge it 
needlefs to fugaeft her Noble Extraction, her Reli- 
gious Education, together with her Perfonal Beauty; 
great Ingenuity, {weer natural Difpofition, and cour- 
teous commendable Deportment towards all with 
whom fhe converfed. ^ 
My firft acquaintance with ber Ladifhi? was 


| I Know it is expected , that I fhould {peak fome- 


brought on, by my relation unto my much honoured. 


Lord, the Earlof Afanchefter, upon whom I waited, 
when their Marriage was tranfacted and. concluded, 
Then fhetold me, That by means of the Small-Pox, 
whereby her life wasthreatned, God was pleafed to 
awaken her heart, tofeek him, and to mind her foul 
more exactly than formerly. At the fame time, fhe 
did earneftly intreat me, not forthe prefent only, to 
beftow {uch counfel, as I judged moft expedient, but 
for the future alfo, to deal plainly with her in foul- 
concernments. Then fhe profeffed with ferioufnefle; 
that the chiefeft Loadftone, which drew forth her 
heart in Conjugal love towards my Lord of Manche- 
fier, was, his Ingenuity and Piety, hoping that in fo 
near a Relation, he might prove an happy inftrument 
of good unto her immortal Soul. This alfo I took to 
be an evidence of a gracious frame, that as (he did of- 
ten requeft me, to tell her of what my [elf mightefpy; 
or others judge blame-worthy; fo fhe did alwayes 
with mecknefs and thankfulnefs, accept my faithful: 


nefs therein. Inher firt Marriage (when fhe was ` 


very young) fhe ated not, without the advice and 


confepnt 
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eonfent of her Parents: And upon the Death of her‏ 
Husband, fhereturned to. her Fathers Family, with‏ 
refólutions to be guided by Paternal counfe!, in her‏ 
taure courle, Ferein her pra&ice proved the finccri-‏ 
ty of her purpole ; and this was very commendable in‏ 
ber, that fhe would not fo takethe iiberty allowed by‏ 
her-Widdowheos, as to caft off duty and obfervance .‏ 
toher Parents, in her fecond Marriage. Her love‏ 
to her Husband was faithfull and conftant ; God was‏ 
pleafed to give her eight Children by my Lord of‏ 
Manchzjier , to whom fhe was an aff:£tionate tender‏ 
Mother, a carcfull arid diligent Nutfe, giving fuck to‏ 
{even Of them; which commendable practice 15 very‏ 
rare inthis Age, amongft women of her Rark and‏ 
Quality. She wascareiull of their Religious E’uca-‏ 
tion, that they might be inftrudted in the Principles‏ 
of the Oracles of God, and be kept in awe by his fear, |‏ 
that they might be fecured from fone. She was cha-‏ 
ritableto the poor, friendly in vifiting fier Neigh-‏ 
bours, efpecially. when fick and weak: yca, the‏ 
would upon neceffary occafione, draw forth her own‏ 
breafts, to sive fuckunto the Children of fach, who‏ 
were of low-conditioninthe world. Althouzh her‏ 
cítimations and loves unto her precious Husband,‏ 
were high, and his company delightful; yet he was‏ 
willing he fhould be much abfent from liome, when‏ 
appointed by both Houfes of Parliament (as Major -‏ 
General of the Eaftern Aflociation) to attend their‏ 
Army for the recovering of Exglands peace, the fet-‏ 
ling of Laws, the Prefervauon ot Parliament Privi-‏ 
ledges, and the Eftablifhment of Proteftant Religion,‏ 
wi:hout mix:ure of Popifh Innovations. ( For thefe‏ 
were thetrue ends of that Warre, which the Parliament‏ 
held forth by their manifold Declarations, and bis Lra-‏ 
hip, with others who engaged therein did verily belizve,‏ 
now heartily bewailing their dolefull dilaSpoin: ment s ther:‏ 
in.) Ihave been affured , that fhe kept a conftant‏ 
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couríe daily, in her fecret Devotions, befides her at- 
tendance upon Family-duties, fetting apart alfo eve- 
ry day fome time, wherein her Lord and fhe did by 
prayers and praifes to God, commend themfelves, 
their Relations, conditions and concernments to his 


Majefty before the Throne of Grace. 


As fhe waited upon holy Ordinances in publick on 
the Lords-day, fo fhe frequented Sermons upon Le- 


ture daycs, both in London, and ellwhere, as oppor- 
tunities wereafforded. And her great Knowledge in 


matters of Religion, did difcover her good improve- 
ment of the means enjoyed. That bodily diftemper, 
which fhortened hei life,did mind her in {uch manner 
of her latter end,that fhe fpake often affe&tionatelyof it, 
with careto make ready for the Lord, Although I was 
not with her Ladifhipinthe time of her laft ficknefs, 
yet I have heard of her patient and pious fubmiffion to 
Gods willtherein, And however fhe exprefled de- 
firestolive, in tender refpect to her dear Husband, 
and that fhe might further take care of the Education 
of her beloved Children: yet with contentment and 
comfort, fhe (commended her felf by prayer to the 

ood pleafure of the Almighty, with hope of everla- 
ipw reftinglory, through Jefus Chrift, preffing this, 
asa Requeítto her Lord, that he would think that 
beft, which God fhould pleafe to determine. 

Thus in ber Life fhe was many wayes an honour to 
her Sex and Family, and her Death is matter of la- 
mentationto all who knew and loved her, whofe 
lorrow may be abated, and their comfort promoted, 
by their hopes, that Chrift wasunto her, both in life 
and death advantage. 
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